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ACROSS FROM the dazzling new 
Hilton Hotel stands a 


sion in which overpowering ideas and 
pipe smoke- float in approximately 
equal portions. 

While the new hotel represents an 
apex of opulence in our society, the 
Institute for Policy Studies at 1900 
Vlorida ave. nw. concerns itself; with 


.uven more difficult goals: world peace 


and racial peace, to name two. 

But the atmosphere in which the 
Institute functions does not appear at 
all troubled. Resident scholars lean 
back in leather chairs, occasionally 


consulting weighty books from spacious * 
_ shelves, and only the clatter of a type- 


writer disturbs the autumn afternoons, 
YI’ IF THE Institute has the ap- 


‘pearance of a typical ivory tower, its 


directors insist that that is not its pur- 
pose or its promise. They sce their 


month, becoming a major force in the 
definition and attainment of America’s 
future, 

The Institute for Policy Studies was 


founded by two young New Frontiers: . 
and Marcus 


men, Richard J. Barnet 


is a year old this: 
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serves as a research head 


Rasttin, it 
quarters, a neuiral mecting place for 
scholars and Government officials and 
a teaching facility. 

Research: is done individually by resi- 
dent and visiting fellows. The Institute 
itsclf docs not designate the topics or 


the “outeorsae and—what its founders 
consider tie Institute’s great distine- 
tion—neither does the Government. No 
Government research contracts are ac- 
cepted, under terms of the Institute’s 
charter. ; : 
Research is “very difficult” to do 
when it has been assigned by the 
Government, said the 35-year-old 
Barnet. 
reference.” 


A GRADUATE: of Harvard Law 
School, Barnet has worked at Harvard’s 
Russian Research Center and as deputy 
director of the office of political re- 
search in the U. §. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency. 

“It seemed to us that what was 
‘needed was a facility that would be 
close enough to (official) Washington,” 
_ Barnet said, “but would also be inde- 
pendent.” — 

In this way, he explained, acholain 
ment: 


officials, see at 


“They' re setting the terms of 


could “try their ideas out’ on Govern- 
close . range 
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“some of the particular problems the 


‘ 


bureaucrat or administrator works un- 


der,” yet still not he restricted by a 
Government contract, ‘ 


“WI ARE deliberately broad in our | 
fields,” Barnet said. “We don't want to 
rule out any particular program.” The~* 
Institute’s work, he said, “is pretty , 
much sfenerated by the fellows them- 
selves,” ; 

He feels that the Government, by’ 
contrast, operates on limited lines in 
assigning research work and on frage. 
mented lines in carrying it out; that {s, 
that many hands often end up stirring 
a very small stew. : 

And ‘“‘there is no uniform viewpoint | 
in any sense among the members of 
the Institute,” Barnet said. Paul Good- 
man, a visiting fellow at the Institute, 
added, “We do nothing ‘but argue up: 
here.” ; ‘ 


BESIDES BARNET and Raskin, the’ 
Institute’s other resident fellows are ‘ 


- Christopher Jencks, formerly an editor 


of the New Republic; Milton Kotler, a-§ 
political scientist who was a research 
fellow at the University of Chicago; 
Donald Michael, former director of the 
Peace Research Institute here, and his- | 
_torian Arthur _ Waskow, “who was on” 


‘Continued 
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Tdeas bounce at an Institute for Policy Stet 


Left to right: C, Ciyde Ferguson, Marcus Reshin, Rich- 


the stafr, ot, the Peace Research Insti- 
tute. 

Visiting fellows this year are David 
'. Bazelon, attorney and’ author of 
“The Paper Economy,” and Goodman, 
a philosopher and writer (“Growing Up 
Absurd,” ete), 

Then there is a long list of Washing- 
ton-based 
cludes Berl Bernhard, former staff 
direelor of the Civil Rights Commis- 
sion; C. Clyde Ferguson, dean of How- 
ard University’s Law School, and L. F. 
Stone, who publishes a newsletter. 

‘THRIEN 
Cornell 


lecturers. ‘Lhe Institute hopes to associ- 


ate with about six others eventually and - ‘¢ 
is especially courting small colleges. 


that have been denied Government re- 


search plims. There are four students , 
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associate fellows which in-- 


UNIVERSITIES — Illinois, . 
and Antioch-~are - associated 
with the Institute, trading students for - 


§ session. 


at the laslitute this semester and eight 
more wre scheduled 
spring. 

Mest af the Institute’s financial sup- 
port comes from various foundations, 
whick either coniribute to a general 
fund or finanee specific research work, 
The Vord Foundation, for instance, 


backed a study of Alliance for Progress , 


economies and the Presbyterian Board 
of Missions has underwritten a study on 
what to do with Mississippi. 


‘Along with all this rescarch, there are 


_semiweekly seminars around a big first-- 
floor table. At these informal affairs, 


the residents take on visitors from Gov- 
ernment departments, Capitol Hill, area 
universities and elsewhexe. 

Participants in a series of seminars 
on education, for instance, included 
U.S. Commissioner.of Education Francis 


Keppel, Assistant Secretary of Lavor | 


; _ Patrielk 
to arrive next 


ard J, Barnet, Gary Porter, Aiiteane Iencks, Donald’ 
Michael, Milton Kotler and David T. Bazelon, .. 


Moynihan and Reps, John 
Brademas (D-Ind.) and Albert Qule (R- 
Minn.), both members of the House 
Education and Labor Committee. 
Basically, then, the Institute tries—in 
Barnet’s words—to “bring’ together 


people who have an idea of how things | 


might be.” Raskin added: “Any univer- 
sity faculty would be proud of the talent ; 
in this town” and said that the Institute 
hopes to draw some of it in and build 
“a very, very first-rate educational in-— 
stitution.” 


AND HOW has the Institute fared in 


its first year? Co-director Raskin, a 
’ pipe-smoking 30-year-old Chicago lawyer 


who was on President Kennedy’s dis-: 
armament stafi, said: “The first year: 
here has préved the dream in reality - 


_ more congruent than seemed possible.” 


In short, he thinks the Institute is a: 
going institution, x 
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